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Fulbright ALLOWS the
   CONTINUATION of LIFE’S WORK

Ana Marjanovic-Shane, 
Ph.D., spent five months 
teaching and researching 
in Serbia through her 
Fulbright grant.

For nearly five months at the end of last 
year, Ana Marjanovic-Shane, Ph.D., 
associate professor of education, taught 

and gathered research in Belgrade, the capital of 
Serbia, at the university where she earned her 
master’s degree more than 30 years ago.

The primary focus of her work was the cultural 
educational approach that has been used in Serbia 
since the 1960s to teach preschoolers, which allows 
children to be partners in planning their studies. 
The young students are allowed and encouraged to 
choose what they want to learn on any given day 
and also are taught by professionals in their fields. 

“These teachers were renowned artists, writers, 

actors and directors, musicians, dancers, computer 
specialists, scientists and other professionals in 
Belgrade who created projects in which the 
children were engaged as partners,” explains 
Marjanovic-Shane. “It is a whole different mindset 
that has been very successful in Serbia. The 
children from that early era who were involved 
as partners of the adults and not as objects of 
pedagogical action are part of today’s intellectual 
elite and are leaders of the country.”  

Marjanovic-Shane was kept busy teaching a doctoral 
level course about the dialogic and democratic 
approach to education to a class that included 
six graduate students in a doctoral program in 
education, ten professors from departments of 
education and psychology, and two researchers 
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from the Institute of Pedagogical 
Research in Serbia. This project is 
one that has been close to her heart 
for years, in part because one of the 
pioneers in conceptualizing that kind 
of education was her late mother, Dr. 
Sanda Marjanovic.

“The time was fulfilling and rich,” 
Marjanovic-Shane says. “There 
was not one week that I didn’t have 
something special going on.”

She is using her research to write 
a monograph in English with the 
working title, “The New Sensibility 
for the Child,” that she hopes to 
publish by the end of 2018.  

While in Serbia, Marjanovic-Shane also gave 12 
workshops in which former students and teachers 
worked with current teachers and professionals 
interested in working with children, to review 
existing videos, photographs, lesson plans and other 
documentation. She taped the sessions and will  
include them in her publication, once they are 
transcribed and translated.

Familiar with early childhood educational programs 
in many countries, including Finland, New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom, Japan, Russia and the United 
States, Marjanovic-Shane says the “Serbian program is 
unique and deserves the attention.”

“It’s unique because it’s open toward outside culture. 
Children aren’t segregated into their own bubbles, but 
they live among the people of culture who come and 
work with them,” she explains. “It’s different than just 
being exposed to something cultural, like visiting a 
museum. It is partnering on their projects that makes 
the difference. In this way, children are reintegrated 
into the cultural life of the society, not just as its 
consumers but also as its producers.”

Children aren’t treated as customers for whom 

everything is done, but rather as 
active participants with everyday 
choices, she adds.

Based on creativity, play and exploration, the Serbian 
approach is similar to the Montessori approach, except 
the children are part of the planning of the programs. 
“Classes are not just for them, but with them,” she says.

In addition to the teaching and research done in 
Belgrade, Marjanovic-Shane also was a keynote speaker 
at the Conference of Serbian Educators, organized 
another conference about issues in children’s lives when 
they are at the center of their education and appeared 
twice on the country’s national television program, 
“The State of the Affairs.” She also spent a week in 
Norway at the University of Stavanger, teaching, 
holding workshops and doing private advising with 
doctoral students.

On the personal side of her stay, Marjanovic-Shane had 
the chance to reconnect with old friends from her high 
school days and from summers spent at camp on an 
island in the Adriatic Sea. 

Marjanovic-Shane earned her Ph.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania after moving to Philadelphia 
33 years ago and began teaching at CHC as an adjunct 
in the 1990s while working for the city of Philadelphia. 
She joined the College full time in 2009. Marjanovic-
Shane’s Fulbright award is the second won by a CHC 
faculty member in the past two years. 

The students in Dr. Marjanovic-
Shane’s doctoral course surprised her 
with a party at the end of her stay.

“The Serbian program is unique 
             and deserves the attention.”

Established in 1946 to foster international educational exchange, the 
Fulbright Program supports faculty, professionals and students each year 
as they travel abroad to study, teach, conduct research, exchange ideas and 
contribute to finding solutions to shared international concerns. More than 
120,000 Americans have participated since the program’s founding. Information 
is available online at us.fulbrightonline.org.


